THE INCANS AND PBE-!NCANS          325
believed in a resurrection and an after-life, with a
heavenly existence as a reward for being good, and
everlasting tortures in the nether world for sinners,
Unlike the Aztecs and the Mayas, they had compara-
tively few minor deities or gods, those that they be-
lieved in being in the nature of sprites, dryads, fair-
ies and supernatural beings rather than deities. The
similarity of the Incan religion and the Christian
faith is most remarkable. Just as we believe in a
supreme God, and in Christ His son who suffered
and died and reappeared, so the ancient Peruvians
believed in a Creator and a divine humanized son.
And just as we worship both God and Christ, so the
Incans worshiped their Pacha-Kamac and their sun-
god, or IntL We may go even further and compare
the Incas themselves, who claimed to be direct de-
scendants of the sun-god, to the various modern
kings and emperors who claim "divine right" to reign
and are referred to as "heaven-born."
And when the eighth Inca, whose real name was
Socsoc, assumed the name of Wira-Kocha, it was be-
cause he attributed his power and his triumphs to
divine intervention, and wished publicly and official-
ly to proclaim and perpetuate his faith in this
manner. But it is very easy to understand how the
Indians, confusing the Inca Wira-Kocha with the
divinity Wira-Kocha, built up an imaginative and
allegorical mythological tale in which they traced the
genealogy of their rulers to the sun-god himself. As
a matter of fact, the genealogy of the Incas, from
Manco-Kapac to Huascar is well known and is as
follows: